Climate Change and Human Health Literature Portal

N I H National Institute of
Environmental Health Sciences

Urbanism, climate change and health: Systems approaches to governance

Author(s): Capon AG, Synnott ES, Holliday S
Year: 2009
Journal: New South Wales Public Health Bulletin. 20 (2-Jan): 24-28
Abstract:

Effective action on climate change health impacts and vulnerability will require systems approaches and
integrated policy and planning responses from a range of government agencies. Similar responses are
needed to address other complex problems, such as the obesity epidemic. Local government, with its focus
on the governance of place, will have a key role in responding to these convergent agendas. Industry can
also be part of the solution - indeed it must be, because it has a lead role in relevant sectors. Understanding
the co-benefits for health of climate mitigation actions will strengthen the case for early action. There is a
need for improved decision support tools to inform urban governance. These tools should be based on a
systems approach and should incorporate a spatial perspective.
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Resource Description

Exposure : &
weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

Ecosystem Changes, Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Security, Food/Water Security, Human
Conflict/Displacement, Unspecified Exposure

Food/Water Security: Food Access/Distribution
Geographic Feature: ™
resource focuses on specific type of geography
None or Unspecified
Geographic Location: ™
resource focuses on specific location
Non-United States
Non-United States: Australasia
Health Co-Benefit/Co—Harm (Adaption/Mitigation): &
specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with

greenhouse gases
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A focus of content
Health Impact: &
specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
Diabetes/Obesity, Infectious Disease
Infectious Disease: General Infectious Disease
Medical Community Engagement: &

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation: &

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource
Mitigation

Resource Type: @

format or standard characteristic of resource
Policy/Opinion

Timescale: @

time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified
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